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Black and Purple:  sea level fall

Blue:  sea rise less than average

Green:  Average 

Yellow:  Sea rising faster than average

Orange and Red:  2 to 5 times average



Impacts of Sea Level Rise

ÅInundation

ïDry land

ïWetlands

ÅErosion

ÅFlooding

ÅSaltwater Intrusion
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Three Responses to 

Sea Level Rise
ÅRetreat

ÅHold Back the Sea:  

ïArmor the Shore (dikes, seawalls, 

bulkheads, rip-rap)  or

ïElevate Land Surfaces



ÅShoreline armoring

ïNet wetland loss

ïLose Estuarine 

Beaches

ïLose mudflats and 

shallows

ïLost public access 

along shore

Å Failed septics induce 

infrastructure

Environmental Impacts 

of Sea Level Rise

ÅWetland Inundation

Å Erosion of beaches, 

mudflats and wetlands

Å Saltwater intrusion into 

estuaries, groundwater, and 

wetlands

ÅWater Tables-->Septics

Å Higher water 

The Rise Itself Effects of Response Strategies



http://epa.gov/climatechange/effects/coastal/section1_1_may2008.pdf
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