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Impacts of Sea Level Rise

A Inundation
I Dry land
I Wetlands

A Erosion

A Flooding

A Saltwater Intrusion
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Three Responses to

Sea Level Rise
ARetreat

AHold Back the Sea:

I Armor the Shore (dikes, seawalls,
bulkheads, rip-rap) or

I Elevate Land Surfaces



Environmental Impacts
of Sea Level Rise

The Rise ltself

A Wetland Inundation

A Erosion of beaches,
mudflats and wetlands

A Saltwater intrusion into
estuaries, groundwater, and
wetlands

A Water Tables-->Septics
A Higher water

Effects of Response Strategies

A Shoreline armoring
I Net wetland loss

I Lose Estuarine
Beaches

I Lose mudflats and
shallows

I Lost public access
along shore

A Failed septics induce
Infrastructure



http://epa.gov/climatechange/effects/cOastaI/section 1_1__m_éy2'008.pdf
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